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 1                       (Whereupon, the proceedings

 2                       commenced at approximately 11:00

 3                       a.m.)

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I would like to call the

 5   meeting to order.

 6             And we'll start with reports from the supervisors

 7   from the Board of Elections, Mr. Seminara.

 8             MR. SEMINARA:  Good morning, Commissioners.

 9             As of March the 20th, we have a total of regular

10   absentee applications of 90 for this week, alternative was

11   74, military 4, and civilians living overseas was 14.  That

12   brings our grand total to 4,450.  Four years ago we had

13   8,898.

14             Monday we received the Certification from

15   Harrisburg, some of you are aware.

16             Over the weekend Mr. Irving sent me about 199

17   applications that were already processed, ready to go.

18   We're just waiting on the ballot to be put together, pretty

19   much.

20             And I want to remind everyone, the last day for

21   civilian applications or absentee is April 17th.

22             And that concludes my report.

23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Mr. Seminara --

24             MR. SEMINARA:  Yes.
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 1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- is it roughly half of

 2   what it was last year, or presidential?

 3             MR. SEMINARA:  Roughly half.  Roughly half.

 4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Of last year?

 5             MR. SEMINARA:  Of last Presidential Primary.

 6             MR. VOIGT:  Presidential.

 7             MR. SEMINARA:  Last Presidential Primary.

 8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.  Thank you.

 9             MR. SEMINARA:  Four years ago from today.

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

11             Is that it?

12             MR. SEMINARA:  No, Commissioners.  I'd also like

13   to bring up just a simple fact, the Web site, of course.  I

14   always like to make that public at the hearing.



15             The phone number, the direct line is 717-787-5280.

16   The Department's Web site, dos.state.pa.us, under the

17   heading, Hot Topics.

18             And that concludes my report.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

20             Mr. Ferris.

21             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Good morning, Commissioners.

22             We are still working on concluding the polling

23   places that are outstanding as far as refusals, looking for

24   back ups and all that.
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 1             I do have one issue with a polling place that is

 2   still pending, and that is for the 1st Ward; 19th Division

 3   that was taking under advisement.

 4             We had given them more time to try to find an

 5   alternative polling place.

 6             We've been out and looked at ten different sites,

 7   and there is just nothing in the division.

 8             So, we would ask at this time that this petition

 9   be approved to move the polling place for 1;19 from 1444

10   South 2nd Street, the Satin Slipper Club, to 250 Reed

11   Street, the Herron Rec Center.

12             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

14             Commissioner Schmidt, do you approve?

15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark, do you

17   approve?

18             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I approve.

20                       (Whereupon, documents were

21                       signed by the Commissioners.)

22             MR. FERRIS:  And then at 12:00 today we will hold

23   polling place change hearings on 21 polling places, most of

24   which are requests from the Department of Justice.  And that
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 1   will be held here, in this room, at 12:00.

 2             That's all I have.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 4             Miss Murchison.

 5             MS. MURCHISON:  Good morning, Commissioners.

 6             Our counts from last week's schools, we are at

 7   double schools, were here at Delaware Avenue.

 8             Our total is 174.

 9             Our second school was Finletter at Front and

10   Godfrey.

11             We had 121 board members that attended both

12   schools.

13             We are at Masterman School this week.

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And how does that -- and how

15   are we doing relative to last year in terms of attendance?

16             MS. MURCHISON:  With the count that I did last

17   attendance election was up more.  A couple of hundred this

18   election.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.



20             MS. MURCHISON:  You're welcome.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Day.

22             MR. DAY:  The guys right now, we're putting all

23   the new paper tapes in, and we're putting the times and

24   dates in.  They should be done that today.  And then we're
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 1   going to start doing the battery upgrade again.

 2             We still got about 300 batteries up there that we

 3   could put in.  We're going to do that.

 4             And hopefully we'll have the ballots.

 5             We have the split tests to do, and we'll be ready

 6   to roll by the weekend.

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 8             Mr. Lynch.

 9             MR. LYNCH:  Okay.  Good morning, Commissioners.

10             Not much has changed on the Watcher end as far

11   as -- from last week.

12             We're up to 11 Democratic Wards and 1 Republican

13   Ward.

14             The database for the election itself, Bob Passiore

15   has completed that.  We've done all the proofing.

16             I have samples of the ballots, some of the

17   ballots, and you can take a look at.

18             If you guys accept them, we can go ahead and do

19   the split tests and send -- we'll make the 93 cartridges and

20   93 ballots, send them up to John Day.

21             His crew will do the test on it, the 93 split

22   test.

23             If that's accepted, then I can go -- Bob Passiore

24   will do an export, and I can do an import into the hard
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 1   system and I can start working on the absentee ballot and

 2   provisional ballots, creating that.

 3             Once I do that, I'll get cartridges and send it up

 4   to Carmen, Room 142.  He can start doing the absentee

 5   ballots.  He can start printing.

 6             As far as the voting system upgrade, we're moving

 7   ahead.

 8             All the workstations and laptops are 90 percent.

 9   By the end of the day, the work day today, it should be up

10   to 100 percent.

11             The circuits for the TLS lines, Verizon came today

12   and they're doing -- they're on location at 520, here.

13             And supposedly -- I talked to Ken Shubock today,

14   he said they should be out at 4700 Wissahickon tomorrow, all

15   right.

16             And like I said, the system test, what we're going

17   to do, we are going to do the full system test after the

18   election.  We're doing the regular system test, but after

19   the primary we're going to do a full system test from start

20   to finish.  And we have a check-off list for that.  Because

21   we don't have time to do that right now.  But the actual

22   database that Bob Passiore made, it's going to be tested

23   fully, all right.

24             If we -- if the Commissioners want to take a look
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 1   at these ballots and you accept them, we can move forward

 2   from here, all right.

 3             Can I bring these up and take a look at them?

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  And we will let you know

 5   -- we will let you know by tomorrow; is that good for you?

 6             MR. LYNCH:  That's fine, yeah.

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Does that work?

 8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

 9             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

11             MR. LYNCH:  I mean, there is one -- and this is

12   the even district and Senate District (indicating).

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

14             MR. LYNCH:  So it is only the odd districts that

15   are running.

16             So, this is a sample of one with the odd district,

17   and it has the Special Election off to the side

18   (indicating).

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

20             MR. LYNCH:  And this (indicating) is the one with

21   the high district for the delegates, the Democratic National

22   Convention.

23             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Election.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  Thank you.
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 1             MR. LYNCH:  To be honest with you --

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  Be honest.

 3             MR. LYNCH:  -- it would be -- would be nice if you

 4   could take a look at that and get an answer back from you

 5   today, if possible --

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

 7             MR. LYNCH:  -- so we could move forward.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  We will look at it after

 9   the meeting.

10             MR. LYNCH:  That's fine.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And then we will --

12             MR. LYNCH:  That's fine.

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- give you an answer.

14             MR. LYNCH:  All right.  I appreciate it.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

16                       (Whereupon, documents were

17                       submitted to the Commissioners.)

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Okay.  Mr. Irving, if

19   you would report for Mr. Dowling and yourself, please.

20             MR. IRVING:  Yes.  Good morning, Commissioners.

21             Mr. Dowling is on assignment today in Harrisburg,

22   just so you know, on one of the petition hearings to one of

23   the challenges to Tony Peyton's nomination petitions, okay.

24             I did tender a report that Mr. Dowling left for
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 1   all three of you regarding the mail registration which he's

 2   received.  He's currently up to today's date.

 3             His group is actually citing them now to be

 4   prepared to hand them into the computer room so that they



 5   can be processed.

 6             He's mailed out all the rejected applications up

 7   until yesterday.  He'll probably have about another 117, I

 8   believe it is, that get mailed out so that people have time

 9   to get their appeal in.

10             As you are all aware, the close of registration is

11   Monday, March 26th, which means we have to have the

12   applications in our office or either postmarked by midnight

13   in order for them to be eligible for this upcoming election.

14             His interpreter notices were mailed out to both

15   parties, Democrats and Republican, and to the ward leaders

16   on March 13th.

17             Responses are due no later than the 26th of March.

18             Bilingual interpreters will have their language

19   skills reviewed and certified by the Health Federation of

20   Philadelphia.

21             The assignment times for all interpreters will be

22   mailed out on April 5th.

23             The Health Federation will also train all

24   qualified interpreters in the best practices of interpreting
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 1   for the election.

 2             And with that, he left this sheet here

 3   (indicating), which I'll send up to you, which has what

 4   their guidelines that they do for testing people.

 5             There are two different tests, two different

 6   groups that they use.  People who are already certified, and

 7   people who never been through the training before.  So it's

 8   two different classes, okay.

 9             And I think that completes Mr. Dowling.

10             Data Services.  Data Services, all applications up

11   until the 18th, have been processed into the system.

12             That's VMRAs, the paper applications, as well as

13   the electronic applications from PennDOT.

14             We managed to get the PennDOT moving after a

15   snafu, like I reported to you last week, where they were

16   delayed by the weekend transmitting applications to us.

17   Those are processed now.  And anything that is new they're

18   hammering out now.

19             As far as data processing any new applications, we

20   normally, if they're missing information, we put them in a

21   pending status and send out a letter to these people to let

22   them know.  But that requires a 30-day period.  We give them

23   a chance to respond.

24             So, what we're doing immediately is, declining and
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 1   rejecting them.

 2             That means a letter goes out right away, okay.

 3   Anything that's declined today, a letter goes out in

 4   tomorrow's mail so that they'll have ample time with the

 5   appeal process, which I believe is a 15-day window they have

 6   to get that back after the deadline.  So they'll have ample

 7   time to return those forms to us so they'll be eligible for

 8   the upcoming election.

 9             All of the supervisors, they're all up to date on



10   their work.  There's nothing outstanding that we have to go

11   through.  And we're just moving right along.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

13             I have a question about the PennDOT applications.

14             MR. IRVING:  Yes.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  On the paper voter

16   registration forms there are the questions on the back, if

17   people --

18             MR. IRVING:  Yes.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- would like to work on

20   Election Day or if they want to give us their E-mail

21   address; is there anything similar on the PennDOT

22   application?

23             MR. IRVING:  No.  There is not.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.
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 1             MR. IRVING:  No.  There is not.

 2             You're welcome.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  Moving on to item

 4   three on the agenda.

 5             Commissioner Schmidt has three items to introduce

 6   for consideration and for a possible vote; yes?

 7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.  Please.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

 9             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The first is a new draft of

10   a prohibition of nepotism for the office.

11             The draft is intended to address shortfalls in the

12   City's current prohibitions.

13             The origin of this is, that the mayor, in January

14   2011, issued a series of executive orders.

15             The executive orders were all intended to address

16   shortfalls in the City's current, in this case, prohibition.

17             This would simply bring our agency in line with

18   the rest of city government and the policy that they have.

19             We asked the Law Department to review it and they

20   provided some -- some suggested changes to it.  And I also

21   implemented the changes that -- that I received from the

22   other Commissioners' offices.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Is there any discussion of

24   this?
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 1             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  You said other Commissioners'

 2   offices?

 3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yeah.  I circulated this on

 4   Monday --

 5             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Right.

 6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- and implemented any

 7   feedback that I had got.

 8             We can still vote now to change it in some way or

 9   another.

10             But I know Commissioner Singer's Office provided

11   feedback on the three items.

12             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  So, you just spoke with the

13   Law Department?

14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I did.



15             MR. VOIGT:  And I reviewed them, too.

16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And they drafted the

17   original executive orders, so they were already familiar

18   with them.

19             The only real changes to it, for the most part,

20   for this one is, that it refers to the City Commissioners'

21   Office rather than the mayor's office or the rest of City

22   Government.

23             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yeah.  Because we were, kind

24   of, inline with this already.
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 1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Well, the -- there's --

 2   there are the current requirements that the City has that we

 3   have and that the rest of City Government has.

 4             In January 2011, the executive orders addressed,

 5   kind of, problems with it or gaps in it.

 6             So this simply brings us in line with the rest of

 7   City Government on our own, because the mayor's executive

 8   orders don't apply to us because we're an independent

 9   agency.

10             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Okay.  Then I will make a

11   motion --

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Actually, I have -- I'm not

13   quite ready -- there's still some -- Mr. Voigt, do you have

14   any comments that you would like to add?

15             MR. VOIGT:  No.

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

17             I have one change that I would like to ask for.

18   Because where it says in the text, City Commissioners'

19   Office, I propose we change that to City Commission,

20   because --

21             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yeah.  We could --

22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- the City Commission is a

23   well-defined body, and City Commissioners' Office is, I

24   think, just a term, a general term that refers to the
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 1   Commission.

 2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  We can do that, and we

 3   could do that for all -- well, we could discuss it when we

 4   come up to the other ones.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

 6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  But I don't see any

 7   objection to that.

 8             Is there any reason why, Mr. Voigt, that it should

 9   be --

10             MR. VOIGT:  No.  That is fine.

11             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Okay.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Do you want to make a

13   motion?

14             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  I make a motion to move on

15   the issue.

16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Second.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  And the issue, as I

18   understand it, is to accept this policy with the one change

19   that every instance of, City Commissioners' Office, will be



20   replaced by, City Commission.

21             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor.

22             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Aye.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I vote in favor.

24             Thank you.
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 1             That is the prohibition of nepotism.

 2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The second one is -- it's

 3   very similar, it just relates to sexual harassment.

 4             Our office -- our agency and the rest of City

 5   Government already has a sexual harassment policy.  This is

 6   intended to address shortfalls in it.

 7             Again, the law office reviewed it.  They had a

 8   couple of minor suggestive changes.

 9             We can also change the language in this to say,

10   City Commission, rather than, City Commissioners' Office.

11             So, I don't have any objection to that at all.

12   It's pretty brief.  And I circulated this, again, on Monday.

13             I would like to make a motion we vote on it.

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I'd like to ask Mr. Voigt if

15   he has anything to add?

16             MR. VOIGT:  No.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

18             Do I hear a second?

19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Second.

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  So the motion is

21   to accept this prohibition of sexual harassment as written

22   with the -- accept that we will change, City Commissioners'

23   Office, to, City Commission, wherever it appears.

24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Um-hum.  Yes.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We vote.

 2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Aye.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Your vote?

 4             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Aye.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Aye.

 6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The third item is a little

 7   bit different.  It's a Memorandum of Understanding between

 8   our office and the Office of the Inspector General.

 9             Our agency is an independent agency, but it

10   doesn't have a chief integrity officer, it doesn't have a

11   chief compliance officer, it doesn't have an Inspector

12   General's Office on its own.  We don't have the resources to

13   do that.

14             What this would do, it would bring our agency in

15   line, again, with the rest of City Government.

16             It would allow the inspector general to conduct,

17   if they -- if they find it warranted, administrative or

18   criminal investigations, the same as they do with the rest

19   of City Government.  No -- no different.

20             We have the ability to terminate this arrangement.

21             We met with the Inspector General's Office, again,

22   to discuss the Memorandum of Understanding, and incorporated

23   some other recommended changes as well.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Again, I would -- again, I
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 1   would ask Mr. Voigt, do you have a --

 2             MR. VOIGT:  I've already made my comments.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.

 4             And I would ask that the -- again, we change, City

 5   Commissioners' Office, to, City Commission, throughout.

 6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.  I agree.

 7             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  I haven't read this.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  When was this

 9   circulated?

10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Monday.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  It was circulated Monday.

12             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Do you want to make a

13   motion to postpone voting on it then?

14             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  I would make a motion to

15   postpone it until next week, next Wednesday.

16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I second.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  All in favor?

18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Aye.

19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Aye.

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Aye.

21             This motion is postponed, discussion postponed

22   until next week.

23             Mr. Kugelmass, if you would make sure that it gets

24   on the agenda for next week.  Thank you.
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 1             All right.  So that's -- that concludes item

 2   three.

 3             Item four, I propose that the City Commissioners

 4   request that the Water Revenue Department put the following

 5   message, along with the Spanish translation, on water bills

 6   in the coming month, and the message is, "Your vote is your

 7   voice.  On April 24th, the polls will be open in every

 8   Philadelphia neighborhood.  For more information, go to

 9   www.phillyelection.com, or call," and we don't have the

10   exact phone number yet, but I will work with Mr. Irving to

11   determine what that number should be.

12             I should say that this is something that, with the

13   help of the Water Commissioner, Commissioner Neukrug, and

14   the Water Revenue Department, the Water Revenue Department

15   is able to type messages on water bills that go to every

16   household in the city.

17             And I'm personally very excited about this way to

18   reach a lot of Philadelphians while spending zero dollars of

19   our money or the City's money.  And I would hope my fellow

20   Commissioners would support it.

21             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I am in favor of doing it.

22   I -- is it possible that we could change -- that we could

23   have an opportunity to provide feedback on the language how

24   it should appear?
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  The only -- the only

 2   issue is, that we need to -- we need to set this up -- the

 3   Water Department mails out, over the course of a month, so

 4   if we want to reach every -- every department and every



 5   neighborhood in the city, we need to -- we need to ask them

 6   right away.

 7             So, perhaps -- can we -- if we could agree to

 8   approve this with the understanding, that if we don't manage

 9   to agree on changes by the end of the day, then we'll send

10   it out as is at the end of the day?

11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yeah.  I agree to that.

12             I wanted to include the polling place hours.

13             Like, Election Day --

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- is April 24th, your

16   polls will be open from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  That -- okay.

18             So, "Your vote is your voice on April 24th.  Polls

19   will be opened in every Philadelphia neighborhood from

20   7 a.m. until 8 p.m."

21             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yeah.

22             Would you mind if we did as you suggested, which

23   is to approve this with the possibility to change it a

24   little bit --
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  To change it by the end of the

 2   day?

 3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- by the end of the day.

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  Absolutely.  If you

 5   approve that, I will be delighted.

 6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I make a motion to approve

 7   that.

 8             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Second.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  All right.  So, move

10   that we will, by the end of the day, use either this

11   language or with the agreement --

12             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- from the majority of the

14   Commission a slight change.

15             Your vote?

16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Aye.

17             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Aye.

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Aye.

19             Thank you.  That's passed.

20             And now I would like to open the floor to any

21   public comment or questions.

22             Mr. DeFelice.

23             MR. DeFELICE:  Hi; Joe DeFelice, State Republican

24   Party.
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 1             I have two issues that I want to bring to the

 2   attention of the Commission.

 3             I actually e-mailed a copy of these (indicating)

 4   to all of you just a few minutes ago just so you do have one

 5   on file.

 6             Every year after the Primary Elections we seem to

 7   get a lot of complaints in the -- in the 19th Ward and the

 8   7th Ward.

 9             Specifically, following Jonathan Ramos and Angel



10   Cruz's race two years ago, you know, if you look at the

11   Election Day transcripts of that race, it makes for pretty

12   interesting read the kind of stuff that they claim goes on

13   on Election Day.  And, specifically, the Dan Savage, Maria

14   Quiñones-Sánchez race of last year.

15             So, what I decided to do was take the vote totals,

16   specifically just focus on the 19th Ward, and I want to also

17   look at the 7th Ward.  But one of the issues that I noticed

18   in the 19th Ward in the last election, through confirmation

19   of Commissioner Schmidt's office, as to turnout was -- and

20   for the divisions 19;1, 19;3, 19;11 and 19;15, the total

21   number of votes in the Democratic Primary, the 7th

22   Councilmatic District, exceeded the amount of the Democratic

23   voters.

24             Now -- for example, in the 15th division, 91
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 1   Democratic voters turned out.  However, 97 votes were cast,

 2   which equals 106.59% of the vote.

 3             Coincidentally, there's an extreme under vote for

 4   Republican Mayoral Candidate.

 5             So, say, Republican -- eight Republican voters

 6   turned up.  In that division four Republican voters turned

 7   out, yet zero votes were cast for the Republican -- for any

 8   Republican Mayoral Candidate.  Which makes it interesting.

 9             You know, I look at it as either negligence on the

10   board of -- on the low end on the part of the election

11   board, or maybe something even greater, or somewhere in

12   between.

13             This could be a simple situation, a guy comes in

14   and says, hi; I'm a registered Republican.  I don't know if

15   I'm registered a Republican.  They forget to change the

16   machine.

17             But, I mean, overall, the significant drop from

18   the number of GOP voters to the -- like, even if the

19   divisions we're not talking about, like the 7th and in the

20   8th division, seven voters show up, but only three vote for

21   any mayoral candidate.

22             And then just the significant dropoff from voters

23   that voted -- and we did have a contested Democrat Mayoral

24   Primary last year.
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 1             Like, if I go from 71 total votes -- I'm sorry, 74

 2   total votes cast in the 3rd division for the Democrat -- in

 3   the Democrat Primary for City Council, yet only 30 votes

 4   cast for the Democrat Primary for mayor.  A dropoff of 40.

 5             Is it possible that the targeting was that great

 6   that they only focused on that City Council Race; it is.

 7             But when you start looking at numbers, percentages

 8   go anywhere from a 48% dropoff, up to an 83% dropoff.

 9   Eighty -- seventy-seven total in the -- in the 6th division,

10   77 total votes for the mayoral -- for the council candidate,

11   yet 13 votes for the mayoral candidate.  Seventy-seven down

12   to thirteen.

13             It's just -- it was something that really stood

14   out, and I'd ask that if you could look into this.  I sent



15   it to you.  I'm not expecting you to answer it this week.

16   But, you know, look into this, find out, you know, if this

17   is an issue with the election board, can we try to correct

18   this?

19             I mean, I understand in highly Democratic

20   divisions they're not used to seeing Republicans, and part

21   of the problem is mine, I guess, for not going out there and

22   recruiting them.

23             But, you know, the mindset is, some people might

24   not know what they're registered and they go in and they
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 1   vote Democrat.

 2             And another issue that I wanted to bring up while

 3   I was on the 19th Ward, I stumbled upon a residence -- well,

 4   an address, 166 West Lehigh Avenue.  It is a place called

 5   Prevention Point.

 6             And when I went to visit Prevention Point, I also

 7   noticed that it's also an Office for Congreso de Latinos

 8   Unidos as well as New Pathways.

 9             Ninety-two registered voters in this commercial

10   building.  And the only way that I know that it's commercial

11   outside of -- I don't have any physical knowledge, I did not

12   go into the building, I took photos from the outside.

13             But I did call Prevention Point on the phone and

14   the receptionist said -- I said, well, you know, I'm going

15   to be totally honest with you, my name is Joe, I'm calling

16   from the Republican Party, I'm interested in finding out,

17   you know, is this a halfway house of some sort, because I

18   realized it's a needle exchange as well as methadone?  And

19   they said, no.  They just use our address to get benefits.

20             I said, what do you mean?  He said, well, no one

21   actually lives here, they just use this address as a place

22   to get benefits from.

23             And that piqued my interest because, I remember

24   you said, Commissioner Singer, last week, was the issue of,
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 1   you know, all you need is a physical address.

 2             And I just, maybe for the next -- clarify now or

 3   clarify later, I'm not sure to what level that physical

 4   address goes.

 5             That's a commercial building that anyone can use

 6   any physical address in the city as long as they have it, or

 7   do you have to prove some sort of type of residency here?

 8             I'm not sure about that.

 9             I ask that we could also look into -- maybe if

10   it's -- if you believe that it is necessary the Commission

11   sends an inspector out there and maybe find out, kind of,

12   what's going on.

13             Ninety-two registered voters in a commercial

14   building, I just thought it seemed like a lot.  One or two

15   maybe, but ninety-two is a lot.

16             Thank you.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  So, just a quick answer to

18   your question.

19             Homeless people may register at any address at



20   which they can receive mail.

21             So, it is quite possible that a commercial address

22   like that, especially one that has contact with the

23   population that might tend to be homeless, it's quite

24   possible that absolutely legitimately there would be that
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 1   number of people registered at that address.

 2             With that said, as with any address that anyone

 3   asks us about, we will be glad to investigate that

 4   particular address.

 5             Mr. Irving.

 6             MR. IRVING:  Yes.  Commissioner, as you may

 7   recall, that address was investigated, Joe.

 8             We actually had one of our deputy -- one of

 9   Commissioner Singer's deputies go out there with one of our

10   inspectors, okay, and they got the same information that you

11   did.

12             What we did was, we sent those people actual

13   address verification notices to see if they had actually

14   moved elsewhere or reside elsewhere, okay.

15             Once we get those back, then we'll react on them.

16             But they're probably going to be made inactive if

17   they don't reside there.  And they have a chance to

18   register, also.  But if they do still reside -- well,

19   actually not reside there, because they don't live there,

20   the people confirmed that, but they receive their mail

21   there, they will be eligible to vote in this upcoming

22   election.

23             But we -- that was something that has been

24   addressed, okay.
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 1             MR. DeFELICE:  And I was not aware of that.  Thank

 2   you.

 3             MR. IRVING:  Okay.  You did get a copy of that,

 4   too, Commissioner Schmidt; right?

 5             I think that it was your office that predicated

 6   it; wasn't it?

 7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  No.

 8             MR. IRVING:  No?

 9             MR. VOIGT:  No.  It was Commissioner Singer.

10             MR. IRVING:  Okay.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  It was my office.

12             MR. IRVING:  But that's been investigated, and

13   that's something that we're working on, okay.

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

17             MR. IRVING:  You're welcome.

18             MR. DeFELICE:  And with respect to the first

19   issue?

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I'm sorry, the first issue --

21   oh, yes.  I'm sorry.  Yes.  Thank you for reminding me.

22             The first issue of the -- the data irregularities

23   that you pointed out is -- will be taken very seriously, and

24   I look forward to seeing the data that you provided.  And
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 1   thank you for that work.

 2             MR. IRVING:  Also, I want to add something.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

 4             MR. IRVING:  I'm a City employee.  As you all

 5   know, I haven't had a raise in three years, and I know how

 6   hard I work.

 7             If you were to take a survey of our employees

 8   here, I'm sure there are many of us who went into our

 9   polling place or cast our absentee ballots, and we did not

10   vote for a candidate for mayor because there was nothing out

11   there worth voting for, in our opinions.  So you are going

12   to have numbers like that, okay.

13                       (Whereupon, there was collective

14                       laughter.)

15             MR. IRVING:  That's expected.  All right.

16             Thank you.

17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I think the anomaly was

18   having more people vote in the primary than in the -- than

19   were eligible to vote in the primary.

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

21             And I will add -- could I ask you to -- could I

22   ask for everyone's attention, please?

23             I will also add, that I have done some data

24   hounding of that style myself, and more often than you know,
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 1   or than you suspect, it turns out that there is actually an

 2   explanation for things.

 3             MR. DeFELICE:  I hope so.

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And we will see -- we will see

 5   when we look.

 6             Again, thank you for pointing it out.

 7             MR. DeFELICE:  Thank you.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Street, please state your

 9   name for the record.

10             MR. STREET:  Yeah.  Milton Street.

11             I have a question on the proposal that was tabled

12   for next week on putting the Commissioners' Office under the

13   inspector general.

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

15             MR. STREET:  How would that work?

16             Is that -- is there criminal activity?

17             Is there a reason for that?

18             Has there been criminal activity, or it's just --

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We have no knowledge of any

20   criminal activity or anything in particular.

21             There are many things that we are addressing to

22   bring the City Commission and the Board of Elections in line

23   with the management practice.  And this is one of those.

24             There has been no hint of any particular issue.
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 1             MR. STREET:  Because I guess from personal

 2   experience I see the attorney -- the Inspector General's

 3   Office being overwhelmed with complaints when you still have

 4   these candidates file and get these signatures and put these



 5   signatures on these nominating petitions, and they say they

 6   are fraudulent.

 7             I mean, I can see -- I can see all kinds of issues

 8   there when you say, well, my signatures weren't in the

 9   binder or my signatures weren't in the computer, or this

10   person is registered, this is criminal; and how would that

11   work?

12             I'm not so sure what would be the far reaching

13   implications of that.

14             How would that work?

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Street, the MOU has to do

16   with, as with any City agency, with the internal workings of

17   the agency and the behavior of the particular employees and

18   group of employees.

19             This does not have anything to do with issues

20   about candidates --

21             MR. STREET:  Okay.

22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- having issues, all of the

23   kinds you described, in the course of running for office.

24             MR. STREET:  Okay.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Does that answer your

 2   question?

 3             MR. STREET:  I think so.

 4             That has to do with just employees?

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  That's right.

 6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  It has to do with us and

 7   agencies that we have contracts with.  It doesn't deal with

 8   voters or people signing petitions or anything like that on

 9   the outside.

10             MR. STREET:  The way it was written, it sounded

11   like there is criminal activity going on.

12             You can have -- your avenue for relief is the

13   inspector general --

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  No.

15             MR. STREET:  -- anybody that would have contact

16   with the office for some reason.

17             Because this office is key --

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Absolutely.

19             MR. STREET:  -- when it comes to these candidates

20   getting on the ballot --

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Absolutely.

22             MR. STREET:  -- and signatures being signed.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

24             MR. STREET:  As we know --
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

 2             MR. STREET:  -- we absolutely know there are a lot

 3   of round-table issues going on here when it comes to

 4   nominating petitions --

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

 6             MR. STREET:  -- with the right amount.  That's

 7   fraudulent.

 8             But the question is, that's not an issue that

 9   would go to the inspector general?



10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  That is correct.

11             This Memorandum of Understanding does not address

12   that kind of issue at all.  That issue remains the purview

13   of the Commission's attorney --

14             MR. VOIGT:  No.  In the first instance, it remains

15   the Commissions' purview, and your referral to whatever

16   agency for prosecution remains the same.

17             That is either the district attorney, the attorney

18   general or the United States attorney, any of those.

19             It could still -- that remains the same, Milton.

20             Everything that the Commission does in terms of

21   referral --

22             MR. STREET:  Can you project just a little bit?

23             MR. VOIGT:  I'm sorry.  Everything that the

24   Commission is responsible for in terms of enforcing the
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 1   Election Code remains the same.  And their referrals to

 2   either the district attorney, the attorney general or the

 3   United States attorney still remains the same.

 4             MR. STREET:  Okay.

 5             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And I just want to mention,

 6   this isn't being done in reaction to anything.  This is, as

 7   Commissioner Singer said, a matter of bringing this

 8   independent agency in line with the rest of the --

 9             MR. STREET:  No.  I just asked a question.

10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  It is not a reaction.

11             MR. STREET:  My understanding with government was,

12   if it's not broken, don't fix it.

13                       (Whereupon, there was collective

14                       laughter.)

15             MR. STREET:  If you went with that and something

16   was broken --

17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Right.

18             MR. STREET:  -- then you attempt to fix it.

19             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And in my experience from

20   government, an over-site agency is, you don't know if

21   something is broken unless you look.

22             And it's a pretty unusual thing to have an agency

23   with no over site at all.

24             MR. STREET:  Thank you.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 2             Any other questions or comments from the public?

 3                       (Whereupon, there was no

 4                       response.)

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Then, we may have an

 6   executive -- do you want an executive session this week?

 7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  No.  Next week.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Next week, okay.

 9             So --

10             MR. STREET:  I have one other question.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes, sir.

12             MR. STREET:  I received, and I have a copy of it,

13   the writ that went from the Speaker's Office in the House of

14   Representatives to the State, and the copy of that came down



15   to the Commissions.

16             And on that writ it stated that the Commissioners

17   had a responsibility to advertise in a matter that was

18   consistent with a certain section of the law.

19             MR. VOIGT:  And we have.

20             MR. STREET:  And I don't -- I don't remember or

21   seeing that advertisement.  And it was fortunate on my part

22   that I happen to come into your office, the Commission, and

23   we had that information on the 6th of March, when the first

24   day to circulate petitions was March 2nd.
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 1             Now, I don't know where the breakdown was in the

 2   loss of those five days, whether it was -- whether it was

 3   the responsibility of the Commissioners, or whether the

 4   State got that information to the Commissioners in an

 5   untimely manner.  But that -- those five days made a

 6   difference.

 7             And there are people out there now, i.e. committee

 8   people and other people who don't even know there is a

 9   Special Election.

10             And my question is, number one, was that

11   advertised in the manner that was consistent?  And if so,

12   where?

13             And, two, what happened with those five days that

14   was for people to circulate the petitions?

15             MR. VOIGT:  Mr. Seminara, you were responsible for

16   that, would you mind?

17             MR. SEMINARA:  To answer Mr. Street's question,

18   all the ads that come from the City Commissioners' Office,

19   whenever they are advertised, always put in as, for

20   instance, 2012 Presidential Election and Special Election,

21   we always put the verbiage, and Special Election --

22             MR. STREET:  Okay.

23             MR. SEMINARA:  -- just in case we have a Special

24   Election, which we do in this case.

0039

 1             So, every -- every advertisement that I put in,

 2   regardless of whether we had a Special Election or not --

 3             MR. STREET:  Oh, okay.

 4             MR. SEMINARA:  -- has that verbiage involved in

 5   it.

 6             MR. LYNCH:  And Special Election could mean a

 7   proposition on the ballot.

 8             MR. STREET:  Okay.  So, I guess what I'm

 9   understanding is, that that verbiage and those

10   advertisements were made prior to the writ having been

11   issued from --

12             MR. VOIGT:  That is correct.

13             MR. STREET:  -- the speaker to --

14             MR. SEMINARA:  That's correct.

15             MR. VOIGT:  That's correct.

16             MR. STREET:  -- to the State?

17             MR. SEMINARA:  Yes, sir.

18             MR. STREET:  And the State got the information

19   back to you in a manner that was later than the 2nd --



20             MR. SEMINARA:  Absolutely.

21             MR. STREET:  -- that you had, was the first day

22   that you could circulate nominating petitions or certify

23   candidate in order to make compliance?

24             So, I guess -- what do you do now, because there
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 1   is a Special Election?

 2             MR. VOIGT:  We don't know.

 3             MR. STREET:  You don't know.  I mean, they don't

 4   know.

 5             MR. VOIGT:  The filing, of course, and the seeking

 6   of the petitions, all that's in Harrisburg.  As you well

 7   know, that's all Harrisburg.

 8             The seeking of the petition, the circulating and

 9   the filing --

10             MR. STREET:  No.

11             MR. VOIGT:  -- that's a State Office.  It's all in

12   Harrisburg, and that's the responsibility of the Secretary.

13             MR. STREET:  No.  I understand that.  My question

14   was, it didn't get there timely.

15             In other words, was it here on the 1st of March

16   and petitions were to be circulated on the 2nd of March, or

17   did you get it on the 6th of March?

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Street, I think there is

19   two issues with advertising.  One is advertising to voters,

20   and the other is advertising to potential candidates.

21             And correct me if I'm wrong --

22             MR. STREET:  I don't understand.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- Mr -- well --

24             MR. STREET:  No.  I said I don't understand it.
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 1             But, anyway --

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  No.  So, I believe, correct me

 3   if I'm wrong, Mr. Seminara, the advertising that Mr.

 4   Seminara was speaking of is advertisements to voters to

 5   alert them that there will be an election which they can

 6   vote.

 7             The issue of advertising to candidates to say,

 8   here is the schedule for the State's elections, that is, I

 9   believe, something that we do not do in any case.

10             MR. VOIGT:  Never.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We've never done that.  That

12   is to the issue of, were you timely notified of the dates

13   for passing petitions is an issue with the State, and always

14   has been.  It has never been our responsibility, and nor

15   have we taken it on to advertise to candidates, or potential

16   candidates, the dates for petition circulation other than

17   posting what the State sends us on our Web site and

18   answering questions when they come into our office.

19             MR. STREET:  I think you misunderstood me or I

20   didn't state my questions properly.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

22             MR. STREET:  I said, at the -- at the -- in the

23   writ --

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.
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 1             MR. STREET:  -- that was issued from the Speaker's

 2   Office --

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

 4             MR. STREET:  -- went to the Secretary.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

 6             MR. STREET:  When that writ came down, at the

 7   bottom of that writ it said that the Commissioners were

 8   directed to advertise the Special Election in a manner that

 9   was consistent with --

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

11             MR. STREET:  -- a section of the code.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  Yes.

13             MR. VOIGT:  And we already did.

14             MR. STREET:  Right.

15             MR. VOIGT:  We already did.

16             MR. STREET:  So -- and I'm understanding now, that

17   when you advertised -- that Special Election was advertised

18   even though there wasn't a Special Election.

19             MR. SEMINARA:  To make it clear, Mr. Street --

20             MR. STREET:  Right.

21             MR. SEMINARA:  -- I never put an advertisement in

22   any of these papers --

23             MR. STREET:  No.  No.  No.

24             MR. SEMINARA:  -- without including that verbiage
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 1   as Special Election --

 2             MR. STREET:  Okay.

 3             MR. SEMINARA:  -- in all elections that are

 4   advertised --

 5             MR. STREET:  Okay.

 6             MR. SEMINARA:  -- whether we have one or not.

 7             MR. STREET:  Okay.  I -- I was just trying to get

 8   clarity, you know --

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

10             MR. STREET:  -- because if you messed up, I want

11   to tell you about it.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Fair enough.  Fair enough.

13             Thank you very much.

14             And any other comments or questions?

15                       (Whereupon, there was no

16                       response.)

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  Then I would like

18   to remind everybody that we will, immediately following

19   this -- no.  I'm sorry.  At noon in this room we will have a

20   hearing on polling place changes.  And we will meet in one

21   week at 11 a.m. in this room, as usual, to have the weekly

22   open meeting for the public.  And we will not be having an

23   executive meeting in between those.

24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  No.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And I adjourn this meeting

 2   until next week.

 3             Thank you.

 4                       (Whereupon, there was a brief



 5                       recess.)

 6                       (Whereupon, the Commissioners

 7                       returned to hear the polling

 8                       place changes.)

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  We will start with

10   polling places in the 57th Ward.

11             Mr. Ferris, if you would -- if you would guide us

12   through this.

13             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The first change is for the

14   57th Ward; 24th Division, moving the polling place from 3425

15   Eden Street, a residence, to 3352 Grant Avenue, a storefront

16   in a shopping center.

17             The reason is handicapped accessibility on this

18   one.

19             And the request is from the Democratic Ward Leader

20   Pat Parkinson.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  We will take testimony.

22             It is Mr. Parkinson's request, so, please.

23             MR. PARKINSON:  We're actually trying to change it

24   because, I mean, we've heard a lot from the board about
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 1   handicapped accessibility for the upcoming Presidential

 2   Election.  And in this spot where it is, it's actually a

 3   one-way driveway, and it's in a private residence, which

 4   also happens to be the inspector of election's home, okay.

 5             So, I mean, even though I didn't make that an

 6   issue, I know that we're not allowed to have that.  And I'd

 7   actually prefer just for that so that there's no perceived

 8   irregularities that's actually going to happen with that,

 9   okay.

10             She's actually on our side, so, I mean, I just

11   want nothing to do with that.

12             We also want to get it in a high place.  That's

13   always been a very low turnout division because of where

14   it's at.

15             Like I said, it's a one-way driveway.  You go into

16   the back of a house, there's a very steep ramp to go into

17   the house.  If there's a car or there's a lot of people,

18   you're just not going to have access to that if you're in a

19   wheelchair, not to mention the safety issue.  If someone's

20   blocking the driveway, because there's no other place to

21   park, how are people going to be able to get through to

22   their houses?  God forbid if there is a fire or anything

23   like that, they're not going to be able to get through.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.
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 1             MR. O'BRIEN:  I just believe that -- I just

 2   believe this polling place has been there for some time and

 3   out of mind.

 4             If I can, this is a handicapped ramp from the City

 5   Commissioners' Office (indicating), there's a slight decline

 6   where the driveway is in the back of this house.  It's got a

 7   little lip, you know, that's customary as a threshold in any

 8   house.

 9             So, virtually any polling place that's in a



10   residence will have that same issue attached to it.

11             There are three -- two alleys that feed into this

12   one alley.

13             I, along with Pat, probably visit that polling

14   place several times a day.  There's never been an issue with

15   congestion in the driveway.

16             If we really want to look at something, we should

17   look at Pollock School.

18             It's almost, like, 30 steps up to the front door.

19   And we have -- how many polling places are there?

20             MR. PARKINSON:  There's nine.

21             MR. O'BRIEN:  There's nine in there.

22             So, that's an issue.

23             But, again, I come from a time where -- for

24   people's convenience they can walk.  Most of these people
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 1   live in that neighborhood, they're twins, it's walking

 2   distance for everyone.  So the vehicular traffic is minimal.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Ferris.

 4             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Let me address two things.

 5             First, as far as the Pollock School, we don't use

 6   that front entrance, we do use an alternate entrance, which

 7   is why it is considered handicapped accessible.

 8             MR. O'BRIEN:  You got to go through the boiler

 9   room.

10             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  We use a different entrance.

11   But it is accessible.

12             MR. O'BRIEN:  I understand.  I understand the --

13             MR. FERRIS:  If the DOJ -- and these are the DOJ

14   guidelines, not, you know --

15             MR. O'BRIEN:  Oh, I'm not here to plead that.

16             MR. FERRIS:  -- it's not us, okay.

17             MR. O'BRIEN:  I'm not here to plead that.

18             MR. FERRIS:  As far as the residence itself, the

19   door is 29 1/2 inches wide, and there is a step up and a

20   step down.  So that is the reason why the Department of

21   Justice wants that moved out into an accessible building.

22             The storefront is handicapped accessible.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I'm confused on one point.

24   According to what we have here, this was requested by Mr.
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 1   Parkinson.  So what interest, if any, does the DOJ have in

 2   this polling place?

 3             MR. FERRIS:  The current polling place is on a

 4   list to be relocated at some time down the line.

 5             So because Mr. Parkinson came up with the

 6   handicapped accessible site, the DOJ is interested to see

 7   that this gets moved to that place.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

 9             MR. FERRIS:  Within the next year we would have

10   had suggestions to move this polling place eventually

11   because of the inaccessibility reasons.

12             MR. O'BRIEN:  Can I ask, was that a written

13   document received from DOJ, or you're just following the

14   DOJ's guidelines?



15             MR. FERRIS:  I will refer that to the lawyer.

16             MS. BERKOWITZZ:  We have an entire survey, but the

17   issue is, that the City is obligated to make sure that all

18   places are accessible --

19             MR. O'BRIEN:  Okay.

20             MS. BERKOWITZZ:  -- and 29 inches --

21             MR. O'BRIEN:  I just wanted to make sure the

22   DOJ --

23             MS. BERKOWITZZ:  -- is something that can't be

24   fixed.
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 1             MR. O'BRIEN:  -- didn't come out to Eden Street

 2   and say, this is our number one priority.

 3             MR. FERRIS:  No.  No.  Not at all.  No.

 4             This was -- this was predicated by the request

 5   from Mr. Parkinson, so...

 6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  There was also an issue

 7   raised, it had to do with the proximity of the proposed

 8   polling place location with one of the candidate's campaign

 9   offices.

10             MR. O'BRIEN:  I believe that --

11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I know that it is in the

12   same stretch, but --

13             MR. O'BRIEN:  I believe it's next door.  I've been

14   told that.  I haven't visited the shopping center, but I've

15   been told that this location for the polling place for both

16   of these divisions are next door to the campaign

17   headquarters of the Democratic candidate.

18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I'd like to find out more

19   about it if that's all right and take it under advisement.

20             MR. PARKINSON:  To be honest with you, I didn't

21   think that was a big matter because, as a representative,

22   his (indicating) former district office was in very close

23   proximity to his own polling place.

24             MR. O'BRIEN:  It was?
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 1             MR. PARKINSON:  I mean, if you take a look at the

 2   map -- yeah.  The church.

 3             MR. O'BRIEN:  It's blocks away.

 4             MR. PARKINSON:  You can still see it from the

 5   place.

 6             We're not next door to that.

 7             MR. O'BRIEN:  But every polling place in my

 8   district, my old district, was a block away from every

 9   polling place, except Pollock School.

10             MR. PARKINSON:  That's not true, not a block away.

11             MR. O'BRIEN:  No.

12             MR. PARKINSON:  Because I'm in that district, and

13   I'm several blocks away.

14             MR. FERRIS:  Mr. Parkinson, isn't it correct that

15   the headquarters is at least two stores away from the

16   current polling place?

17             MR. PARKINSON:  It's at least two stores.  It is

18   more than ten feet.  And, I mean, it is handicapped

19   accessibility.



20             I agree with how he said it should be in walking

21   distance.  If you Map Quest, it's not even a -- it's, like,

22   .6.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Let's take a vote.

24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would like to make a
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 1   motion to take it under advisement to discuss.

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Clark?

 3             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  I would like to approve it.

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I'd also like to approve it.

 5             Thank you.

 6             MR. PARKINSON:  Thank you.

 7             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next polling place is for

 8   the 57th Ward; 25th Division, moving the polling place from

 9   Frankford and Eden, the Torresdale Rec Center, to the same

10   location, 3352 Grant Avenue, the storefront in the shopping

11   center.

12             The reason is to move it closer to the division.

13             And it is a handicapped accessible building.

14             And the request is from the Democratic Ward Leader

15   Pat Parkinson.

16             MR. PARKINSON:  Okay.  With that division, it's

17   the same location as the 24th.  And bottom line is, it is

18   actually within the same division.

19             I mean, if it's -- it's right within the division.

20   The current location is, I believe, two, maybe three

21   divisions.  I'm not 100 percent sure.  I haven't looked at

22   it.  But it's at least two divisions away from the 25th

23   division.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Councilman O'Brien, would you
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 1   like to comment?

 2             MR. O'BRIEN:  It's the same thing.

 3             I think the polling place that we're moving it

 4   from is equal distance to the polling place that you're

 5   moving it to, because the residence is behind the shopping

 6   center.

 7             So -- now, most of the people are going to get in

 8   the car and they're going to drive out to Academy Road and

 9   down Grant Avenue and pull into the shopping center.  They

10   can just as easily go out by the aquatic club, make a right

11   turn and be at the polling place.

12             The polling place that's being moved will allow

13   one polling place to remain in an equally challenging

14   location if it's not handicapped accessible.  It's the

15   Department of Rec building.  It doesn't cost the City

16   anything.  You're moving to a place where you have to pay

17   now.

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I'm sorry.  Clarification.  I

19   understand they're both --

20             MR. O'BRIEN:  The 25th division is in -- no.  The

21   25th and the 22nd division are in the Department of Rec

22   building, and you're moving the 25th division out of the

23   Department of Rec building, which is adjacent to this

24   division, into a location we're going to have to pay, so...
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  So -- okay.  But both are

 2   handicapped accessible?

 3             MR. FERRIS:  Both sites are handicapped

 4   accessible, yes.

 5             I think the question was the matter of distance

 6   looking at the map.

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Should we take --

 8             MR. KAPLAN:  May I?  Just one thing.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Please.

10             MR. KAPLAN:  Steve Kaplan for Pat Parkinson.

11             The issue is, one is in the division and one is

12   out of the division.  You have equal places.  They're both

13   accessible, but one is in the division and one is out of the

14   division.

15             I think it's clear that you should try to locate

16   polling places in a division if you're able.

17             MR. O'BRIEN:  That goes against the argument in

18   the previous division where you moved a polling place from

19   inside the division and outside the division.

20             MR. KAPLAN:  It's the same argument.  One was

21   accessible and one wasn't.  Different arguments.

22             MR. O'BRIEN:  You probably got the same threshold

23   at the store that you do at this house, so...

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Councilman O'Brien, we have
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 1   sent inspectors out to the proposed -- we send our

 2   inspectors out to every site to access accessibility

 3   according to the standards given to us by the Department of

 4   Justice.

 5             And in -- the difference between the previous case

 6   was, that one site was deemed accessible and one was not.

 7             In this case both sites are accessible.

 8             I recommend that we take this under advisement.

 9             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would like to.

10             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  We'll take it under

11   advisement.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We'll take it under advisement

13   in this case because both sites are accessible.

14             And thank you.

15             MR. O'BRIEN:  Thank you.

16             MR. KAPLAN:  Not on a polling place issue, but on

17   the handicapped ramp, that (indicating) would not be

18   approved by the Department of Justice for a polling place.

19             MR. FERRIS:  You are correct.

20             MR. O'BRIEN:  So it has to be changed here?

21                       (Whereupon, there was collective

22                       laughter.)

23             MR. O'BRIEN:  I just wanted to see what your point

24   is.
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 1             Thanks.

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 3             The 35th Ward.

 4             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The 35th Ward; 20th Division,



 5   the request is to move the polling place from 412 East

 6   Sentner Street, the United Methodist Church, to Rising Sun

 7   and Cheltenham Avenues, the Franklin School.

 8             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

 9             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

10             MS. TILLEY:  It is handicapped accessible.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  State your name for the

12   record, please.

13             MS. TILLEY:  Oh, I'm sorry.  Agnes Tilley,

14   T-I-L-L-E-Y.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

16             Please.

17             MS. TILLEY:  It is handicapped accessible, and

18   it's a very involved church.

19             We've been there for how many years; a lot of

20   years.  And the church uses it, also the handicapped, you

21   know, to get into the church.

22             So, it is usable, and we've been there forever.

23             They have fundraisers there, they're very

24   involved, and it would be kind of hard to move it.
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 1             MR. DOLBOW:  Bill Dolbow, D-O-L-B-O-W.

 2             As Agnes was saying, it's right in the middle of

 3   the division.  They go in on Sentner Street, and handicapped

 4   accessible is right on Hasbrook Avenue where they can take

 5   them around and they have a chairlift and everything to take

 6   them in and out.

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Ferris, I understand that

 8   you went to investigate that site and found it, by the

 9   criteria laid out to us by the Department of Justice, not

10   handicapped accessible; can you please explain what the

11   issue is?

12             MR. FERRIS:  Correct.  The chairlift that they're

13   talking about is a stair-glide system, which is an actual

14   chair attached to the wall where one would have to sit in

15   the chair to go down the steps.

16             Unfortunately with the DOJ guidelines, that is not

17   independent accessibility.

18             A person in a wheelchair would have to be able to

19   wheel in on their own, go into a lift and descend on their

20   own.  They wouldn't be able to get out of a wheelchair and

21   possibly crawl or hobble to the chairlift to go down the

22   steps.  And they're the guidelines established by the

23   Department of Justice.

24             The ramp out front is recorded at a 14.7% slope,
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 1   and that is required to be 8% or less.  So those are the two

 2   main objections to using this site any longer as a polling

 3   place in the Department of Justice -- following the

 4   Department of Justice's guidelines.

 5             MS. TILLEY:  Even if the church uses it?

 6             Does that make sense?

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Unfortunately we are between a

 8   rock and a hard place because we have to follow this

 9   settlement with the Department of Justice.  And the City



10   agreed to these criteria, and we have to live by them.

11             If there is something that we could do for the

12   church to recognize their long service to democracy by being

13   a polling place, we would like to do that.

14             We have moved similar polling places, and with a

15   heavy heart.  But that is required of us by the settlement

16   that the City made with the Department of Justice.

17             MS. TILLEY:  If they were able to fix it?

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  If they were able to fix it,

19   that -- if they were able to bring it in line with the

20   Department of Justice guidelines, that's a different story.

21             MS. TILLEY:  Because I spoke with the pastor last

22   night, we were at a civic meeting, and he's agreeable,

23   because they don't -- they don't want it moved either.

24             MR. DOLBOW:  Could we get a copy of the
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 1   guidelines?

 2             MR. FERRIS:  Certainly.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Certainly.

 4             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Certainly.

 6             MR. FERRIS:  And you do have two options.  You can

 7   either find another location that you think you would rather

 8   go to and submit that to us, or you can, you know, have the

 9   church, if they're willing to do it, you know, do the

10   chairlift instead of the stairwell lift, you know, that's

11   fine.

12             We'll make sure that you get guidelines, a set of

13   the guidelines, and then we'll go and check that out.

14             MS. TILLEY:  So, if they agree to fix it, then we

15   could eventually use it?

16             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.  Yes.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

18             MR. FERRIS:  No problem at all.

19             MR. DOLBOW:  Could we still keep it there for

20   April, or --

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We'll take it under

22   advisement.

23             And if -- if, Mr. Ferris, you could timely have a

24   conversation -- get the conversation going with the people
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 1   who might be able to alter the church to fit them, we may be

 2   able to resolve it soon.

 3             Yes.

 4             MS. BERKOWITZZ:  We would ask that you approve it

 5   for this cycle, and then if they make the repairs, then they

 6   could be moved back.

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And could you please tell us

 8   why?

 9             MS. BERKOWITZZ:  Because the City has an

10   obligation under the agreement and under Federal Law

11   regarding accessibility to make sure that every disabled

12   voter is able to vote unassisted.

13             And as Mr. Ferris explained, someone would have to

14   leave the wheelchair, get into the lift, and then someone



15   would have to bring them the wheelchair so that they can

16   continue to vote.

17             So it doesn't meet the standard at this time.

18             Thank you.

19             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Do they have the

20   alternative of suggesting a different location for this?

21             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.  Yes.  Definitely.

22             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Sure.

23             MR. VOIGT:  Sure.

24             MR. FERRIS:  Now, we do have a deadline for this
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 1   election, which would have to be -- I would have to have any

 2   suggestion by next week in order to set it up for the last

 3   hearing in front of the City Commissioners' Office.

 4             MR. DOLBOW:  Well, we suggest if that doesn't

 5   happen that we will move it to Franklin School.

 6             MS. TILLEY:  Yeah.  We are okay with that.

 7             MR. DOLBOW:  Okay?

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.  We

 9   will take it under advisement.

10             MS. TILLEY:  And you will let us know whether we

11   can have it for this election?

12             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.  Just make sure your name and

13   number -- I have your name and numbers, so --

14             MR. DOLBOW:  Yeah.

15             MR. FERRIS:  -- I will give you a call.

16             MR. DOLBOW:  I'll take care of that today.

17             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Fine.

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  Thank you very

19   much.

20             MR. DOLBOW:  Thank you for the time.  Have a great

21   day.

22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  The 7th Ward.

23             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The request for the 7th

24   Ward -- is the 7th Ward; 10th Division, moving the polling
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 1   place from D and Ontario Streets, the McVeigh Rec Center, to

 2   3503 B Street, the 21st Century Storage.

 3             And the reason is handicapped accessibility.

 4             McVeigh currently has steps and is not accessible.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  Representative

 6   Cruz.

 7             REPRESENTATIVE CRUZ:  I'm Representative Cruz, and

 8   I'm accompanied by newly elected -- appointed ward leader in

 9   the Republican Party of the 7th Ward.

10             MS. SAWYER:  Jennifer Sawyer.

11             REPRESENTATIVE CRUZ:  And I'm requesting that --

12   not to change it to B Street because of the parking, and

13   it's right next to where my door -- my office, and I don't

14   want people saying I'm using it for whatever.  And we're

15   requesting to put it over at Elkins Middle School.

16             I have three divisions there already, and see if

17   we can move it to Elkins and make it, because if we put it

18   at B Street, we're only going to do it just for this

19   election, and then we have to find another place.



20             So, if we're doing it in all public places, I

21   would like to request to put it at Elkins Middle School

22   where I have three divisions already.

23             MS. SAWYER:  I totally agree with the handicapped

24   accessibility.  Everyone should be able to vote.  So we have
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 1   no problem with that.

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Ferris, do you have a

 3   comment?

 4             MR. FERRIS:  The Elkins School we are currently

 5   using for a polling place for three divisions, as Mr. Cruz

 6   said.

 7             It is handicapped accessible, so we would have no

 8   problem moving it to that site if there is no opposition.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And there is room for the

10   fourth polling place?

11             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And it's within the distance

13   --

14             REPRESENTATIVE CRUZ:  Yes.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- requirements?

16             REPRESENTATIVE CRUZ:  We're in the auditorium.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Well, that's a happy solution.

18   Thank you very much.

19             REPRESENTATIVE CRUZ:  We aim to please in the 7th.

20                       (Whereupon, there was collective

21                       laughter.)

22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Schmidt, do you

23   approve the move to the Elkins Middle School?

24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

 2             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I approve.

 4             MR. FERRIS:  So the Elkins School is located at --

 5             REPRESENTATIVE CRUZ:  D and Allegheny.

 6             MR. FERRIS:  -- D and Allegheny Streets.  And that

 7   is for the 7th Ward; 10th Division.

 8             REPRESENTATIVE CRUZ:  Yes.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Bipartisanship is alive and

10   well in the City of Philadelphia.

11             REPRESENTATIVE CRUZ:  Where we all know how to get

12   along.

13             And I'm requesting, also, Commissioners, if I

14   may --

15                       (Whereupon, documents were

16                       signed by the Commissioners.)

17             REPRESENTATIVE CRUZ:  If I may, the Office of the

18   Commissioners notify the people in that division by mail,

19   because there is a confusion all over the city, and for us

20   to go out there and do that it is impossible.  They want to

21   hear it from the Commissioners' Office or our office.

22             We're putting -- the Commissioners' Office is

23   putting it on the polls and people are just walking right by

24   and don't know, and then we're going to lose a lot of voters
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 1   now that we're changing polling places.

 2             So, if the County Commissioners' Office can assist

 3   us in sending notice to those divisions where we're changing

 4   polling places, it would be greatly appreciated.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you for the suggestion.

 6   It is something that we're considering.  And we will take

 7   your suggestion under advisement.

 8             Thank you very much.

 9             REPRESENTATIVE CRUZ:  Thank you very much.  Have a

10   nice day everyone.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Ward 10.

12             MS. FITZGERALD:  Good afternoon.

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Good afternoon.  How are you?

14             MS. FITZGERALD:  Fine.  How are you?

15             I'm Isabella Fitzgerald; and I'm the ward chair,

16   and I'm here for the 10th Ward.

17             MS. SUPER:  I'm Barbara Super; I'm the committee

18   person for the 10th division -- the 25th division.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And in which party, please?

20             MS. SUPER:  Democrat.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

22             MS. BENSON:  Phyliss Benson, Committee person,

23   10th Ward; 25th Division.

24             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The first move is for the 10th
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 1   Ward; 13th Division, moving the polling place from Thouron

 2   and Washington Lane, the Pennypacker School, to Upsal and

 3   Mansfield Streets, the Finley Recreation Center.

 4             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

 5             And this request is from the Department of

 6   Justice.

 7             The current location has seven steps.

 8             MS. BERKOWITZZ:  Yes.

 9             MS. FITZGERALD:  Okay.  And, so, we understand,

10   you know, the handicapped accessible issue, and we polled

11   our community and they -- they don't have a problem with

12   relocating, but relocating to the Finley Recreation Center

13   is going to cause extreme hardship.

14             It's a matter from Pennypacker School to Finley

15   Recreation Center on foot for those -- for those elderly and

16   for those people without vehicles is going to add 30 minutes

17   to their commute.

18             You know, I could see us as losing votes, losing

19   voters.

20             So, we -- I'm requesting -- I don't know, can I

21   talk about the 25th division?

22             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

23             MS. FITZGERALD:  The 25th division had been

24   relocated to the West Oak Lane Library, there's already a

0066

 1   polling place there, the room is small, it's going to be

 2   cramped.

 3             And the other issue is, that inclement weather,

 4   when people are waiting to vote, they'll be outside.  You



 5   know it's not a big space.

 6             So what I'm requesting respectfully is, if you can

 7   give us a week, you know.  We've looked at other locations

 8   in the -- in the district, in the ward.

 9             And, so, if I can just be given, you know -- if we

10   can be given enough time to see if we can find some place

11   else.  I mean, if we have to move, we have to move.  But if

12   we can find other polling places.

13             And I've talked to a couple of people and, you

14   know, I've presented to the Commissioners, and they're

15   agreeable we could --

16             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Find yourself a place.

17             MS. FITZGERALD:  Yeah.  I mean, as opposed to

18   walking 30 minutes --

19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Right.

20             MS. FITZGERALD:  -- or being in a cramped space,

21   we could, you know -- if we could do that, I certainly

22   appreciate it.  We certainly would appreciate it.

23             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  Absolutely.
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 1             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  How much time do we have,

 2   Gary?

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  Tell us our time length.

 4             MR. FERRIS:  We would have to get something by

 5   next -- by next Wednesday.

 6             MS. FITZGERALD:  By next Wednesday?

 7             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  You have a week.

 8             As long as you get me something by next Tuesday,

 9   Wednesday, so I can set everything up, because the

10   Commissioners can only hear polling place changes up until

11   April 4th, and we have to post signs the week before, which

12   takes us back to, like, the 29th.  Which means I have to

13   have everything by, like, that Tuesday the 27th, or

14   Wednesday the 28th, in order to set everything up.

15             MS. FITZGERALD:  So how do I get that to you?

16             MR. FERRIS:  You just give me a call.  As soon as

17   you find something give me a call and I'll have somebody

18   come right out and check it out.

19             MS. FITZGERALD:  Okay.  The other question is what

20   the gentleman before me asked --

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

22             MS. FITZGERALD:  -- is, if there is a possibility

23   of notifying the voters if we, you know -- even -- all

24   right, even if we don't?
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  There is a possibility.

 2             MS. FITZGERALD:  Okay.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And it is something that we

 4   are discussing and have not reached --

 5             MS. FITZGERALD:  Okay.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- the final agreement on.

 7             As always, the issue is money.

 8             MS. FITZGERALD:  Okay.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And we are -- there is a real



10   possibility.

11             MS. FITZGERALD:  Okay.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

13             MS. FITZGERALD:  Thank you so very much.

14             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  You're very welcome.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you for your

16   involvement.

17             MR. FERRIS:  Thank you for coming.

18             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Take it under advisement.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  We're taking it under

20   advisement pending -- we're taking it under advisement

21   because they are going to try to find an alternative

22   location.

23             Thank you.

24             MS. FITZGERALD:  Thank you.
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 1             MR. FERRIS:  Is there anybody else here about

 2   polling places?

 3             MR. THOMSEN:  I'm not here about polling places.

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  This meeting is for polling

 5   place location moves.

 6             MR. THOMSEN:  Are there more to be heard?

 7             MR. VOIGT:  There are more.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  There are more to be heard.

 9             MR. THOMSEN:  Then at the end I'd like to make a

10   very brief statement about it.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

12             MR. THOMSEN:  Very brief.

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

14             All right.  Mr. Ferris, what is next?

15             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  We will go back in order.  So

16   we'll go back to the beginning, which will be the 13th Ward;

17   5th Division, moving the polling place from 404 West Manheim

18   Street, the garage, to Pulaski and Hansberry Streets, the

19   J.B. Kelly School.

20             The board has requested to move into this

21   location.  It is handicapped accessibility.

22             And the Democratic ward leader states

23   Representative Youngblood has asked to have this move

24   approved.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Schmidt, approve?

 2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

 4             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

 6             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is for the 22nd

 7   Ward; 3rd Division, moving the polling place from Wayne and

 8   Johnson Streets, the Lingelback School, to 6400 Greene

 9   Street, the Cliveden Convalescent Center.

10             The reason is handicapped accessibility and to

11   move the polling place back into the division.

12             And the request is from the Democratic ward

13   leader.

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Schmidt?



15             MR. FERRIS:  And there is no opposition.

16             MS. MACK:  I am Carol Mack.

17             We're discussing the 22nd Ward; 3rd Division?

18             MR. FERRIS:  Correct.

19             MS. MACK:  I don't oppose anything.  I agree to

20   it.

21             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

23             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Thank you very much.

24             MS. MACK:  There's two other divisions that I'd
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 1   like to see go back into the nursing home.  And they're

 2   the --

 3             MR. FERRIS:  Eighth and the tenth?

 4             MS. MACK:  -- 8th and the 10th.

 5             They've been there for a long time.

 6             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  I can address that.  We

 7   have -- when we went out this election to -- let me give you

 8   a history.

 9             We were kicked out of that place because they were

10   doing construction.

11             MS. MACK:  Right.

12             MR. FERRIS:  We did go back last month and asked

13   them if we could come back.

14             The staff said that we could only bring one

15   division back, that they would not let us bring the other

16   two back.

17             So if there is something from the community, we

18   could possibly put pressure on them and ask them to take the

19   other two divisions back.  We would be more than happy to do

20   it.

21             But at this present time, they'll only take the

22   one division that sits there.

23             MS. MACK:  Okay.  Also, I'm concerned about the

24   22nd and 7th division.
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 1             They're voting outside their -- their division,

 2   and they're crossing Germantown Avenue, which has trolley

 3   tracks.

 4             We have a senior citizen building there, and their

 5   wheelchairs are getting stuck in the tracks.

 6             I've had to go out in the street and hold the

 7   traffic back so they can cross the other side of Germantown

 8   Avenue.

 9             MR. FERRIS:  Do you have a suggestion for an

10   alternate location that you could possibly give me?

11             MS. MACK:  Yes.  The church at Lincoln Drive and

12   Carpenter Lane.

13             MR. FERRIS:  Annunciation?

14             MS. MACK:  Yes.  That's where we have been for

15   years.

16             There was a concern about the ramp.

17             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  Annunciation was not

18   handicapped accessible, and that's why it was moved out.

19             MS. MACK:  Well, they had a ramp, but one person



20   had a problem with the electrical chair.  And we always

21   helped that person.

22             And I went past last Tuesday to see if any church

23   -- and changes were made, and the church had a flood.

24             So I didn't have the opportunity to talk to
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 1   anyone.

 2             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  But the reason it was changed

 3   was because of the slope of the ramp did not meet the

 4   Department of Justice's guidelines.

 5             MS. MACK:  Okay.

 6             MR. FERRIS:  And that's why last, I believe it was

 7   the last election or the election before, we had put it out

 8   and put it where it is now.

 9             But if you know of any other site.  We have looked

10   around and haven't found anything ourselves.  But if you

11   know of any other location or can think of anything, you can

12   just give me a call and we'll come out and check it out.

13             MS. MACK:  There's -- okay.  There's a vacant

14   building at Westfield and Germantown Avenue, which is

15   handicapped accessible.

16             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Can you give me a call and

17   give me the information?

18             MS. MACK:  Sure.

19             MR. FERRIS:  And she'll (indicating) give you my

20   number.

21             MS. MACK:  Absolutely.

22             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  And thank you so much for

23   coming down today.

24             MS. MACK:  Thank you for listening to me.
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 1             MR. FERRIS:  No problem.  We're always here to

 2   listen.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I have in my hand Ward 22;

 4   Division 3.  So are we -- Commissioner Schmidt, do you

 5   approve the change for Ward 22; Division 3?

 6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

 7             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  Approved.

 9             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is for the 34th

10   Ward; 10th Division, moving the polling place from 6022

11   Media Street, the Friendly Baptist Church, to 6130 Lansdowne

12   Avenue, the MANNA Outreach Center.

13             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

14             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

15             And I believe there's no opposition to this one.

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Schmidt?

17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Approved.

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

21             MR. FERRIS:  Next one is for the 34th Ward; 22nd

22   Division, moving the polling place from 6523 Lebanon Avenue,

23   a residence, to 63rd Street and Lancaster Avenue, the

24   firehouse.
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 1             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

 2             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

 3             And there is no opposition to this one.

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Schmidt?

 5             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

 7             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

 9             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is the 34th Ward; 27th

10   Division, moving the polling place from 1357 Pennington

11   Road, a residence, to 1625 North 76th Street, the Lamberton

12   School.

13             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

14             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

15             And for the record, this is one that was brought

16   up by the plaintiffs in the Kerrigan case to rehear and ask

17   the Commission to reconsider the move.

18             And there was no objection to that move at this

19   time.

20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

21             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

23             MR. FERRIS:  The next polling place change is for

24   the 36th Ward; 6th Division, moving the polling place from
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 1   23rd and Reed Streets, the Wharton Square Rec Center, to

 2   1201 South 23rd Street, the Queen Memorial Library.

 3             The reason is handicapped accessibility and to

 4   move it back into the division.

 5             And this was requested by a petition that was

 6   submitted with registered voters in that division.

 7             And there is no opposition from the ward leaders.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Schmidt?

 9             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

11             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

13             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is for the 41st Ward;

14   1st Division, moving the polling place from Harbison and

15   Sanger Streets, the Sullivan School, to Torresdale and

16   Cheltenham Avenues, the Moss Recreation Center.

17             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

18             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

19             Someone was supposed to come and give testimony,

20   but they are not here.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  They're not here.

22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would approve.

23             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.
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 1             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is for the 41st

 2   Ward; 2nd Division, moving the polling place also from

 3   Harbison and Sanger Streets, the Sullivan School, to the rec

 4   center, Moss Rec Center at Torresdale and Cheltenham



 5   Avenues.

 6             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

 7             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

 8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

 9             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

11             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is for the 42nd Ward;

12   25th Division, moving the polling place from 307 West Tabor

13   Road, the Christ Temple Church, to 5th and Tabor Road, the

14   Olney Branch Library.

15             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

16             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

17             And there is no opposition on that one.

18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

21             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is the 66th Ward; 10th

22   Division, moving the polling place from 3541 Avalon Street,

23   Whitehall Baptist Church, to 10851 Calera Road, the New

24   Liberty Bell Youth Center.
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 1             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

 2             This request is from the Department of Justice.

 3             However, the ward leader has contacted me and

 4   asked for a continuance for a week because they have three

 5   other locations that they would like to look into.

 6             So I'm asking for a -- to take this under

 7   advisement for at least another week and give them a chance

 8   to look at the sites and for us to go out and make sure

 9   they're handicapped accessible.

10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote to take it under

11   advisement.

12             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Okay.

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We vote yes.

14             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We will take it under

16   advisement.

17             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  And the next one is 66;18,

18   moving the polling place from 9995 South Canterberry Road,

19   the residence, to 10851 Calera Road, the New Liberty Bell

20   Youth Organization, also.

21             This is also a division that the ward leader has

22   asked to take under advisement for a week because he has

23   polling places that he would like to check and have us check

24   out, also.
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 1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would like to.

 2             MR. FERRIS:  Take that under advisement?

 3             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We'll take it under

 5   advisement.

 6             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is for the 66th

 7   Ward; 32nd Division, moving the polling place from 3295 Red

 8   Lion Road, the old Liberty Bell Youth Center, to 10851

 9   Calera Road, the New Liberty Bell Youth Center.



10             And the reason is handicapped accessibility.

11             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

12             And there is no opposition to this move.

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Is there a comment?

14             MS. BERKOWITZZ:  Did you skip 29?

15             MR. FERRIS:  I had them out of order.  Sorry.

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  I'm sorry, are we

17   moving it?

18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

21             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  I skipped -- the next on is

22   66;29, moving the polling place from 11010 Knights Road, the

23   funeral home, to 4101 Chalfont Drive, the school district

24   office.
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 1             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

 2             And this is a request from the Department of

 3   Justice.

 4             And there is no opposition on this one.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Schmidt?

 6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

 8             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

10             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is the 66th Ward; 33rd

11   Division, moving the polling place from 4312 Deer Path Road,

12   Our Lady of Calvary Athletic Association, to Deer Path and

13   Chalfont Drive, the Chalfont Rec Center.

14             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

15             And this is a request from the Department of

16   Justice.

17             And there is no opposition to this request.

18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

21             MR. FERRIS:  And the last one I have is the 66th

22   Ward; 40th Division, moving the polling place also from 3295

23   Red Lion Road, the old Liberty Bell Youth Center, to 10851

24   Calera Road, the New Liberty Bell Youth Center.
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 1             And the reason is handicapped accessibility.

 2             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

 3             And there is no opposition to this request.

 4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

 5             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

 7             MR. FERRIS:  And the only other thing that I have

 8   was in the 33rd Ward, the 17th and 18th divisions, were two

 9   that were still not decided on from a previous hearing.

10             And I believe Commissioner Singer wanted to --

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Wait another week.

12             MR. FERRIS:  -- take a little more time --

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  Please.

14             MR. FERRIS:  -- to get some finalized figures.



15             So they are the only two that are pending from

16   previous --

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

18             MR. FERRIS:  And then next week -- that's all I

19   have for this week, and next week we only have 13, so...

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

21             Then I adjourn this meeting on polling places.

22             Thank you everyone who came to speak about polling

23   places.

24                       (Whereupon, the proceeding was
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 1                       adjourned at approximately 12:40

 2                       p.m.)
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